
 

Megan Downey 
Media professional with more than 15 years of experience in writing, editing, 
digital content management, e-marketing, social media strategy, staff 
development, budget management and more. Driven, dedicated dreamer 
who gave up land life to live with her family on a sailboat in the Caribbean. 
Seeking contract, part-time, or full-time work that leverages my unique skills 
and experience to further an organization’s mission and creative vision. 

s/v Clarity, Caribbean-based 
sailingclarity.wordpress.com 
megankdowney1@gmail.com 

EXPERIENCE 
Associations and Small Businesses 
Mobile, Social Media and Digital Media Consultant 
2013 - Current 

Lead and/or manage mobile efforts and leverage SEO opportunities. 

Provide direction for the establishment of social media presence and 
practices. 

Create strategies for digital content optimization and e-marketing 
efforts. 
 
Forbes Travel Guide, Atlanta, Ga. 
Contract Editor 
2012 - 2019 

Edit hospitality reports for hotels and resorts throughout the world in 
accordance with the Forbes 5-Star Rating System. 

Review reports for adherence to evaluation protocols, proper testing of 
Forbes standards, style, grammar, consistency and brevity. 

Communicate directly with the evaluator for each report and serve as the 
liaison between the evaluator and publisher. 

 
Consumer and Trade Publications 
Writer/Editor for Print and Web Products 
2008 - 2016 

Edit and manage content for various blogs and websites, maintaining 
brand consistency throughout the site. 

Write and edit feature articles for consumer and trade publications. 

Serve as final eyes on magazine proofs before printing. 

Conceptualize and maximize content for digital issues. 

 
American College of Healthcare Executives, Chicago, Ill. 
Project Management Consultant 
2012 - 2013 

Lead two team members through a website redesign for the association. 

Work with project team to create and maintain a realistic budget. 

Assist project managers in unifying the team, creating feasible timelines, 
and identifying and assigning tasks. 

Coach team members through an RFP process and assist in choosing a 
vendor to implement the redesign. 

Senior Web Editor 
2009 - 2012 

Responsible for the generation and maintenance of all content on 
www.ache.org. 

Manage the budget for two cost centers within the editorial and IT 
divisions and serve as the overall liaison between these divisions. 

Oversee all e-communications, including the creation and production of 
emails, e-newsletters and e-marketing campaigns for audiences of up to 
40,000 members. 

Spearhead the association’s social media strategy. 

Lead all mobile efforts, including the creation of a mobile site 
(www.mobile.ache.org) and the development of a mobile app for the 
annual conference. 

 
LAKE Magazine, La Porte, Ind. 
Editor-in-Chief 
2007 - 2009 

Manage editorial/design relations, full-time editorial staff, and a 
freelance staff of more than 15 writers. 

Assign and edit all magazine content, review overall layout before print. 

Oversee the budget for the editorial and art departments and coordinate 
with sales staff and publisher. 

 
BNP Media/Stagnito Communications, Deerfield, Ill. 
Senior Editor 
2006 - 2007 

Write cover and feature articles and edit copy for a monthly trade 
publication in the food and beverage sector. 

Assist with production issues such as ad placements. 

Oversee production associated with the weekly e-newsletter. 

 
Chicago and Baltimore Newspapers and Magazines 
Freelance Writer and Columnist 
2003 - 2006 

Pitch and write articles for various publications. 

EDUCATION 
 
Medill School of Journalism, Northwestern University  
Evanston, Ill.  
Master of Science in Journalism, Magazine Publishing Sequence 
2005 - 2006 

Relevant Coursework: Magazine Writing, Magazine Editing, Magazine 
Publishing, New Media Storytelling, Journalism Ethics and Law, Urban 
Reporting, Global Journalism. 

The Johns Hopkins University 
Baltimore, Md.  
Bachelor of Arts, Writing Seminars (Creative and Nonfiction 
Writing); minor in mathematics 
2000 - 2004 

Graduated with departmental and general honors, member of the 
National Society of Commended Scholars and Alpha Phi Omega Service 
Fraternity. 

SKILLS 

Various CMS, AMS and social 
media platforms 

Marketing automation 
platforms 

Dreamweaver 

Google Analytics 

Publishing Software 

Microsoft Office 

AWARDS 

G.D. Crain (Communications) 
Award for Management, 
Magazine Publishing Project, 
Medill School of Journalism 

American Society of Business 
Publication Editors (ASBPE) 
Bronze Award of Editorial 
Excellence for 
Individual/Organization 
Profile 

Appointed CEO, Association 
of the Future, Sponsored and 
Developed by ASAE, The 
Center for Association 
Leadership 

HOBBIES 

Travel 

Sailing 

Beach boot camp coach 

Sea glass jeweler 

Coffee enthusiast 

Master breadmaker 

Crafter extraordinaire 

 

 


